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Learning Objectives  
 

 

1. You are able to identify the “gap of knowledge” 

regarding your topic of study  

2. You can convince others why your study is important 

to realize 



Summary of presentation  
 

 

 Problem statement 

 Theoretical background   

 Basic concepts of scientific writing 

  



 

Study protocol Part 2 

 

 
Theoretical background 

 
 

alternative names: 

 

Introduction 

 
(Problem statement) 



Theoretical background 

• In this chapter is justified why it is necessary to 
realize your project 

• Describe what  you know about the topic 

• Describe what  is not yet known about the 
topic 

• Indicate what the relation is between the project 
and the priorities of the community/ 
workers/companies/social security organizations 

• Include your point of view  

• Demonstrate how the results will be used 



Theoretical background 
-Example 1- 

• Main objective: 

Determine (or search for) the prevalence of child labor 

and of adverse health effects of child labor, in rural 

areas in Turkey in the summer of 2017. 

• Theoretical background: 

– What is the global prevalence of child labor in rural 

areas?  

– What is known about potential adverse health effects?  

– What statistics and studies do exist in Turkey? 

– What information is lacking? 
• The prevalence of health problems? 

– Why is this information important? 
• Information is needed to support and plan interventions 



Theoretical background 
-Example 2- 

Objective: to evaluate the ergonomic conditions, as well as the 

association with musculoskeletal problems in cleaning personnel 

in hospitals in Ankara and other cities in Turkey.  

Theoretical background: 

– What is the prevalence of musculoskeletal disorders 
(MSD) in workers in the world, Asia, Europe, Turkey? 

– What are known occupational risk factors for MSD? 

– What is known about ergonomic conditions and MSD in 
the cleaning sector in general; respectively in Turkey?  

– What information is lacking?  

– Why is information important? 



Theoretical background 
-Key ingredients- 

• Logic      ++  

• Use of primary international literature ++ 

• Content      + 

• Writing      + 

• Marketing     + 



Theoretical background 
-Impression of the reader, worker or manager- 

• This is a very interesting project 

• The author knows much about the topic 

• There is a need for this project 

• We have to know the results in order to change the 
situation … 

• The project can give an answer to the question 



Basic concepts of scientific writing 

• Make your writing interesting to read and easy to 
follow 

• Do not reiterate 

• Refer to the essentials 

• Short sentences are easier to follow than large and 
complicated ones 

• Not more than 2 pages without subtitles, tables or 
figures 

• Visualize the most important topics 



Occupational health of Turkish Aegean  
small-scale fishermen 

F. Percin1, O. Akyol1, A. Davas2 and H. Saygi1 Occupational Medicine 2012;62:148–151 
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Health, Faculty of Medicine, Ege University, 35100 Bornova, Izmir, Turkey 



Characteristics of national registries for 

occupational diseases: international development 

and validation of an audit tool (ODIT) 
  

Dick Spreeuwers, 
Angela GEM de Boer, 
Jos HAM Verbeek 
and Frank JH van Dijk 
BMC Health Services 
Research 2009, 9:194 



Workshop 2 

Theoretical background 

• Write 1-2 pages of the theoretical background based 
on the information that exist in accordance with your 
search for scientific literature. 

• Please take into account the recommendations in the 
Manual and the example of a study protocol that is 
present.   

• Discuss your theoretical background with your tutor.   


